2880L. 01l
AN ACT

To repeal sections 374.700, 374.705, 374.710,
374.715, 374.720, 374.725, 374.730, 374.735,
and 374.740, RSMb, and to enact in lieu

t hereof ten new sections relating to the
licensing of surety recovery agents.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI,
AS FOLLONG

Section A. Sections 374.700, 374.705, 374.710, 374.715,
374.720, 374.725, 374.730, 374.735, and 374.740, RSMo, are
repeal ed and ten new sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be
known as sections 374.700, 374.705, 374.710, 374.715, 374.720,
374.725, 374.730, 374.735, 374.740, and 374.743, to read as
fol |l ows:

374. 700. 1. Sections 374.700 to 374.755 shall be known and

may be cited as the "Surety Recovery Agent Licensure Act".

2. As used in sections 374.700 to 374.775, the follow ng
terms shall nean:
(1) "Bail bond agent", a surety agent or an agent of a

property bail bondsman who is duly licensed [under] pursuant to

the provisions of sections 374.700 to 374.775, is enployed by and
is working under the authority of a |licensed general bail bond
agent ;

(2) "Department", the departnment of insurance of the state
of M ssouri;

(3) "Director", the director of the departnent of
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i Nnsur ance;

(4) "Fuqgitive recovery", the tracki ng down and recapturing

of a fugitive who has violated a bail bond agreenent;

[(4)] (5) "Ceneral bail bond agent", a surety agent or a
property bail bondsman, as defined in sections 374.700 to
374.775, who is licensed in accordance with sections 374.700 to
374.775 and who devotes at |east fifty percent of his working
time to the bail bond business in this state;

[(5)] (6) "Property bail bondsman”, a person who pl edges
United States currency, United States postal noney orders or
cashier's checks or other property as security for a bail bond in
connection with a judicial proceeding, and who receives or is
prom sed t herefor noney or other things of val ue;

[(6)] (7) "Surety bail bond agent”, any person appoi nted by
an insurer by power of attorney to execute or countersign bai
bonds in connection with judicial proceedings, and who receives
or is prom sed noney or other things of value therefor;

[(7)] (8) "Surety recovery agent", a person not perform ng
the duties of a sworn peace officer who tracks down[,] and
captures [and surrenders to the custody of a court] a fugitive
who has violated a bail bond agreement, [excluding] including a
bail bond agent or general bail bond agent.

374.705. 1. The departnment shall adm nister and enforce
t he provisions of sections 374.700 to 374.775, prescribe the

duties of its officers and enpl oyees with respect to sections



374.700 to 374.775, and pronul gate, pursuant to section 374.045
and chapter 536, RSMb, such rules and regulations within the
scope and purview of the provisions of sections 374.700 to
374.775 as the director considers necessary and proper for the
effective admnistration and interpretation of the provisions of
sections 374.700 to 374.775.

2. The director shall set the anount of all fees authorized
and required by the provisions of sections 374.700 to 374.775 by
rul es and regul ati ons pronul gated pursuant to chapter 536, RSM.
Al'l such fees shall be set at a | evel designed to produce revenue
whi ch shall not substantially exceed the cost and expense of
adm ni stering the provisions of sections 374.700 to 374.775.

374.710. 1. Except as otherw se provided in sections
374.700 to 374.775, no person or other entity shall practice as a

bail bond agent [or], general bail bond, or surety recovery

agent, as defined in section 374.700, in [Mssouri] this state

unl ess and until the departnent has issued to [hin] such person a

license, to be renewed each year as hereinafter provided, to

practice as a bail bond agent [or], general bail bond, or surety

recovery agent.
2. Nothing in sections 374.700 to 374.775 shall be

construed to prohibit any person from posting or otherw se
providing a bail bond in connection with any | egal proceeding,
provi ded that such person receives no fee, renmuneration or

consi derati on therefor.



374.715. 1. Applications for exam nation and |icensure as

a bail bond agent [or]., general bail bond agent or surety

recovery agent shall be in witing and on fornms prescribed and
furni shed by the departnent, and shall contain such information
as the departnent requires. Each application shall be
acconpani ed by proof satisfactory to the departnent that the
applicant is a citizen of the United States, is at |east twenty-

one years of age, has a high school diplom or general

educati onal devel opnent certificate (GED), is of good noral

character, and neets the qualifications for surety on bail bonds
as provided by supreme court rule. Each application shall be
acconpani ed by the exam nation and application fee set by the
departnment. |In addition, each applicant for |licensure as a
general bail bond agent shall furnish proof satisfactory to the
departnent that the applicant, or, if the applicant is a
corporation or partnership, that each officer or partner thereof
has conpleted at | east two years as a bail bond agent, as defined
in sections 374.700 to 374.775, and that the applicant possesses
liquid assets of at |east ten thousand dollars, along with a duly
execut ed assignnment of ten thousand dollars to the state of

M ssouri, which assignnment shall becone effective upon the
applicant's violating any provision of sections 374.700 to
374.775. The assignnent required by this section shall be in the
form and executed in the manner, prescribed by the departnent.

2. The basic course of training shall be approved by the




departnent of insurance and consist of at |east twenty hours of

training, be taught by the departnent of public safety and

i ncl ude instruction consisting of the foll ow ng:

(1) Areas of |aw

(a) Constitutional |aw

(b) Procedures for arresting defendants and surrendering

def endants i nto custody:;

(c) Guvil liability;

(d) The civil rights of persons who are detained in

cust ody;

(e) The use of force;

(f) Handcuffing techni gues:

(g) Mace;

(h) Any certified | aw enforcenent class approved by the

departnent that would train bail enforcenent agents the proper

procedure for handling defendants;

(2) Procedures for field operations, including, wthout

limtation:

(a) Safety and survival techniques;

(b) Searchi ng buil dings;

(c) Handling persons who are nentally ill or under the

i nfl uence of alcohol or a controll ed substance; and

(d) The care and custody of prisoners;

(3) Skills required regarding:

(a) Witing reports, conpleting forns and procedures for




exoner ati on;

(b)  Methods of arrest:

(c)  Nonl et hal weapons;

(d)  Retention of weapons;

(e) CQualifications for the use of firearns;

(f) Defensive tactics; and

(g) Principals of investigation, including, wthout

limtation, the basic principles of |ocating defendants who have

not conplied with the terns and conditions established by a court

for their release fromcustody or the terns and conditions of a

contract entered into with a surety;

(4) The foll ow ng subjects:

(a) Deneanor in a courtroom

(b) First aid used in energencies; and

(c) Cardiopul nbpnary resuscitation.

374.720. 1. Each applicant for licensure as a general bai

bond or surety recovery agent, after conplying with this section

and the provisions of section 374.715, shall be issued a |icense

by the departnment unless grounds exist [under] pursuant to

section 374.755 for denial of a license.

2. Any surety recovery agent licensed pursuant to this

section shall be enployed by no nore than one bail bond agent.

[2.] 3. Each applicant for examnation and |icensure as a
bail bond agent, after conplying with the provisions of section

374.715, shall appear for exam nation at the tinme and pl ace



specified by the departnent. Such exam nation shall be as

prescri bed by the director as provided [under] pursuant to

section 375.018, RSMb, and shall be designed to test the
applicant's know edge and expertise in the area of surety bonds
in general and the practice of a bail bond agent, as defined in
sections 374.700 to 374.775, in particular. The applicant shal
be notified of the result of the examnation wthin twenty
wor ki ng days of the exam nation. Any applicant who fails such
exam nation may, upon reapplication and paynent of the
reexam nation fee set by the departnment, retake the exam nation.
374.725. Any person who, on Septenber 28, 1983, is acting
in any capacity which would be classified as practicing as a bai

bond agent or general bail bond agent [under] pursuant to the

provi sions of sections 374.700 to 374.775 may continue to act in

such capacity without being licensed [under] pursuant to sections

374.700 to 374.775 for a period of twelve nonths from Septenber
28, 1983.
374.730. Al licenses issued to bail bond agents [and]_

general bail bond, and surety recovery agents [under] pursuant to

t he provisions of sections 374.700 to 374.775 shall be renewed
annual |y, which renewal shall be in the form and manner
prescri bed by the departnment and shall be acconpani ed by the

renewal fee set by the departnent. Any conplaints nmade agai nst

any person licensed pursuant to this section shall be

i nvestigated by the departnent of insurance and may be grounds




for denial of the renewal of a license issued pursuant to this

section.

374.735. 1. The departnent may, in its discretion, grant a
license without requiring an exam nation to a bail bond agent who
has been licensed in another state imedi ately preceding his
applying to the departnment, if the departnent is satisfied by
proof adduced by the applicant that his qualifications are at

| east equivalent to the requirenments for initial licensure as a

bail bond agent in [Mssouri under] this state pursuant to the

provi sions of sections 374.700 to 374.775[.], and who has had no

viol ati ons, suspensions or revocations of a license to engage in

fugitive recovery in any jurisdiction, and such general bail bond

agent enpl oys a surety recovery agent holding a valid M ssour

surety recovery license. A person licensed pursuant to this

section shall be acconpanied by a local | aw enforcenent official

during an arrest.

2. Every applicant for a license pursuant to this section,

upon maki ng applicati on and showi ng the necessary qualification

as provided in this section, shall be required to pay the sane

fee as the fee required to be paid by resident applicants.

Wthin the linmts provided in this section, the departnent may

neqgoti ate reciprocal conpacts with licensing entities of other

states for the adnission of licensed surety recovery agents from

M ssouri in other states.

374.740. Any person applying to be licensed as a



nonresi dent [bail bond agent or nonresident] general bail bond
agent who has been licensed in another state shall devote fifty
percent of his working tine in the state of M ssouri and shal
file proof wwth the director of insurance as to his conpliance,
and acconpany his application with the fee set by the board and,
if applying for a nonresident general bail bond agent's |icense,
with a duly executed assignnment of twenty-five thousand dollars
to the state of M ssouri, which assignnment shall becone effective
upon the applicant's violating any provision of sections 374.700
to 374.775. Failure to conply with this section will result in
revocation of the nonresidence |license. The assignnent required
by this section shall be in the formand executed in the manner
prescri bed by the department. All |icenses issued [under]

pursuant to this section shall be subject to the sane renewal

requi renents set for other |icenses issued [under] pursuant to

sections 374.700 to 374.775.

374. 743. 1. No person licensed pursuant to sections

374.700 to 374.775 shall wear, carry, or display any uniform

badge, shield, or other insignia or enblens that purport to

i ndi cate that such person is an enployee, officer, or agent of

the state or _any political subdivision of this state or of the

f ederal gover nnent.

2. Persons licensed pursuant to the provisions of sections

374.700 to 374.755 shall carry identification cards issued by the

departnent of insurance that contain a photograph and signature




of the licensee.

3. No person licensed pursuant to the provisions of

sections 374.700 to 374.775 shall carry any danger ous weapon

including, but not limted to, any pistol, revol ver or other

firearmwhile engaged as a bail bond agent, general bail bond

agent, or surety recovery agent.

4. Persons licensed pursuant to the provisions of sections

374.700 to 374.755 shall notify local |aw enforcement and be

accompani ed by at | east one | ocal | aw enforcenent officer when

performng the duties of fuqitive recovery.
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